Dorsum sellae meningioma mimicking pituitary macroadenoma: case report.
A dorsum sellae meningioma is a rare occurrence. It is difficult to evaluate dorsum sellae meningiomas preoperatively from the viewpoint of neuroimaging. We report a rare case of dorsum sellae meningioma mimicking pituitary macroadenoma in a 73-year-old woman. The patient presented with bitemporal hemianopsia and panhypopituitarism. Magnetic resonance imaging demonstrated a bright, homogeneously enhancing intra- and suprasellar mass and a hypointense region in this mass, which was interpreted as a dorsum sellae. Transsphenoidal extirpation was used because of a suspicion of nonsecreting pituitary macroadenoma. Histopathologically, the tumor was diagnosed as a meningioma. Superselective external carotid angiography before the second surgery revealed that the mass was supplied by the left accessory middle meningeal artery and appeared to originate from dorsum sellae. After preoperative embolization, the patient developed hyponatremia. The tumor was subtotally removed via a transcranial route, and the attachment to the dorsum sellae was coagulated extensively. She did well after a second surgical procedure. These radiologic findings may be useful in differentiating dorsum sellae meningioma from pituitary macroadenoma.